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Smithfield Comprehensive Plan

Chapter I:
Introduction

The phrase “Fail to plan then plan to fail” summarizes the Town of Smithfield’s commitment during the
mid to late 1990’s to prepare our small but growing community for the new millennium. Major revisions to
the town’s zoning and subdivision ordinances have been adopted in tandem with this plan, to implement
many of its objectives. Smithfield’s first ever water and sewer utility master plan was also independently
adopted eaarlier this year, and an entrance corridor study and master planning effort is underway at the
time of this comprehensive plan adoption.

Another stellar accomplishment for the town is the implementation of our new geographic information
system (G.1.S.). Partial results of this new system include the accompanying large scale future land use
map and other exhibits that we may now produce and print for the public in house here at Town Hall.
Smithfield should be proud of its initiative and proactive stance in planning for the future of the town, and
working to protect and enhance our community character.

The exhaustive work of the Planning Commission in developing this plan is noteworthy. Present and
former chairmen Daniel Smith and David Sawyer, and Director of Planning, Zoning and Development
William Hopkins deserve our special recognition for their leadership roles. The Cox Company, our
consultant, helped us every step of the way. Thank you!

Peter M. Stephenson, AICP
Town Manager
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1999 SMITHFIELD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

TOWN COUNCIL
James B. Chapman, Mayor
Daniel L. Smith, Vice-Mayor

Kaye H. Brown
Harry G. Dashiell, Jr.
Quincy B. Gilliam, Jr.

David M. Hare

M. Keith Hearn

Former Town Council
Richard K. MacManus

PLANNING COMMISSION
Daniel L. Smith, Chairman
Delores Cahoon, Vice Chairman
Pam Bourassa
James Ford
Phillip L. Frix
Robert Lynch
Virginia F. Smith

Former Planning Commissioners
Stephen T. Edwards
James J. Gourley
William A. Gwaltney
David Plante
David R. Sawyer
Willis C. “Bill” Watts

TOWN STAFF

Peter M. Stephenson, AICP, Town Manager

William T. Hopkins 1ll, Director of Planning, Engineering and Public Works

William H. Riddick, 1ll, Town Attorney

Wayne A. Griffin, Civil Engineer

Jeff Holland, Town Planner/GIS Coordinator

Former Town Staff
Amy Ring
Shelly Weidenhamer

THE COX COMPANY
Frank D. Cox, Jr. PE, AICP
Michael L. Fenner, AICP

Adopted by the Town Council on November 2, 1999

Planning Team



